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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is 

December 10, 2001. The time is 1655 hours. This 

is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the Fire 

Department, City of New York. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual: Captain 

Richard Weldon, assigned to Ladder Company 20 of 

the Fire Department of the City of New York. The 

interview is taking place in the quarters of 

Ladder 20 in the truck office regarding the events 

of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Captain Weldon, can you tell me what happened 
to you on that day. 

A. Yes. I was on the Long Island Expressway, 
actually headed north to take care of my mother when 
the first plane hit. Later I was on the Cross Island 
Parkway when the second plane hit. When I got to the 
Throgs Neck Bridge and looked downtown, I could see 
both towers burning and I realized that I was going to 
be needed so I immediately started down there. 

I got down there very quick, down to my 
quarters, Ladder 20, and I pulled into my parking 
spot,, came up. There was somebody in my bunker gear 
already, so I grabbed my spare bunker gear and my 


street shoes and I hopped on 58 truck, which was about 
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to leave my quarters for the World Trade Center. They 
had a box they were going on for a trapped man. 

We had about 15 people on that truck. When 
we got down there, we were parked about two blocks from 
the World Trade Center in the area where they had the 
guy reading the magazine, the park, where the guy reads 
the magazine. Within 30 seconds, as we got off the 
rig, some of the guys had masks, most of us didn't have 
masks. Some people had radios. I personally just had 
my bunker gear. 

All of a sudden someone yelled run. Turned 
around and this big black cloud was coming at us. I 
started running away from the cloud. Some people ran 
towards buildings and other people, all they had time 
to do was duck below the rig. As I was running down, a 
person opened up a door and I jumped in there. The 
black cloud came flying by and one of the people who 
were with me, the guy from the squad actually, that was 
blown down in that black cloud and we pulled him into 
the door. 

At this point, I thought I should go to the 
second floor and find the window and do some 
reconnaissance rather than just get out in the street 


and maybe there would be a second collapse, but one of 
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the members of 58 truck was panicking and he said we 
got to get out there, we got to get out there. I said 
okay, we will go out there. 

We went out there. It was pitch black we 
couldn't see anything. I told everybody stay against 
the wall, we will work our way up the corner and we 
will see if everybody is okay. That's what we did. We 
got up there and kind of everybody came back to the rig 
and regrouped. The darkness started to fade away and 
at this point, we all -- I took my men and a couple of 
guys from squad. I had Adrienne Walsh with me and 
Gregg Edwards and two guys from squad. 

We walked 30 yards and we found large pieces 
of debris laying in the park; duct work and things like 
that. We began searching at that point. We searched 
the entire park area and then decided to make our way 
closer and we did that by going south. We came upon -- 
we came up from the south, I don't know what the street 
was, the one that would run just west of the World 
Trade Center as far as I could see, like we went under 
a tower. Eventually we had gone under the tower. So 
that was the street we came up. 

There was a Battalion Chief there and I 


walked up and I said, what do you need? He said go 
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stand over there. At this point, I noticed that the 
satellite truck was there and nothing was being done 
and none of the lines were in operation, so I asked 
whose truck it was, the guy says it's mine. I said 
where is the manifold. He says it's in the truck. I 
said -- I grabbed a few people, some squad people, some 
Ladder people, and they went over and they got the 
manifold. 

Meanwhile I heard on the radio that the boats 
were coming. I saw an Engine and I told the Engine to 
go down and stretch a line from the boat, 3 and a half 
inch line, and bring it back. I started other people 
stretching 3 and a half line towards the boat. 

Eventually the two lines met up. The mistake 
we made was not putting an Engine in line, but we got a 
3 and a half inch line to the manifold. There must 
have been 15 cars burning and initially being an Engine 
officer at one time for most of my career, I was very 
concerned about water and nobody was putting any fires 
out. That's why I got into that operation. 

But then I said, now I'm in the truck and I 
decided -- I wasn't going to -- we did operate a line 
for a short time. Adrienne Walsh was on the nozzle and 


I was backing her up and guys started stretching lines 
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off the manifold and eventually one line needed more 
pressure, so we shut down and they needed to go further 
and they hooked into our line and Adrienne Walsh and 
myself went closer to the two buildings that had 
collapsed. 

When we got there, I saw a guy from Ladder 
10. At this point I didn't know where my other guys 
went. I saw a guy from Ladder 10 and I asked him how 
would you get below the World Trade Center, what subway 
station. He told me Rector Street and I don't even 
know what the line was. I asked him if he would come 
with me and he did. 

We went down there; Adrienne Walsh, myself, a 
guy from Ladder 10 and some other guys, they had 
managed to get some flashlights. We walked about two 
blocks in the subway tunnel and we came to a dead end, 
a concrete wall that apparently the building had 
collapsed right down into the cellar. 

At this point I finally realized that where 
the two buildings had gone, because there was only 7 
stories of piles, I realized they must have all 
collapsed into the ground. At that point we left and 
went back to the site, which there was a command center 


right almost between 2 bridges that existed at one 
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time. 

Didn't report into anybody at this point. I 
was standing there and wondering what to do, when 
Battalion Chief Richard Picciotto came out of nowhere 
like coming across the pile and I offered him some 
water. He was completely encased in dust. He just 
pointed in the direction and said over there, tell me 
where to go. At this point, myself, a guy from squad, 
Larry Cohen, and a proby asked if he could come with 
us. 

We went over towards the north tower, 
stairwell B where they had -- some survivors had come 
out. When we got there, there was a line coming down 
from the pile and initially we helped a guy from Port 
Authority, I think he was, down the line. Then they 
said they were going to need some help getting a woman 
out. 

At this point, I moved up all the way to 
stairwell B. We got the lady out, passed her down, 
then they were trying to dig out, I believe it was a 
second Battalion Chief and I waited and stayed there 
with them until we were ordered -- well, we were 
ordered several times, but the Captain of, I think it 


was a rescue company or a squad refused to leave. 
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Finally he gave up, he said there was nothing he could 
do and we all left that area. This is in the collapse 
zone of tower 7. 

At this point, I went down back to the middle 
area of the pile and I proceeded to make my way to the 
north side of the towers. At that point, I ran into 
Lieutenant Simms, who had another complement of Ladder 
20 there. At this point, I guess I had formally 
reported into Deputy Chief Visconti. He was up on the 
North End. We waited until tower 7 collapsed and at 
this point, we went into the area and assessed the 
damage that was done to the buildings and to see if we 
could control the fires that resulted from the collapse 
of tower 7. 

We searched several buildings, decided that 
they were sound enough that lines could operate, tower 
ladders could go into the area and put the fire out 
from tower 7. We remained in the area till about 11 
o'clock that night, 12 o'clock that night. Myself and 
some other of the members of Ladder 20 that had been 
there early on. Then about that time we started 
walking back to Ladder 20. We arrived back at Ladder 
20 and another group of guys from Ladder 20 went down 


there. 
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I wound up -- that next day I had to work and 
I wound up going right back down there the next day, 
spending the day down there. They all thought I was on 
vacation. That's about it. That's what I did. 

Q. When you said you went to where the guys 
rigged the boat, I believe he was in the North Cove 
wasn't he, that little park by the North Cove? 

A. Yes, I'm not familiar with the area. 

Q. At that point when you were with 58 truck, 


the first building had already come down you believe? 


A. I believe so. 

Q. You were caught in the second tower collapse? 
A. Yes. 

Q. When you said you were with squad, you were 


referring to squad 18? 

A. Members of squad 18 who were housed in Ladder 
20's quarters. 

Q. When you said the satellite was there. You 
walked -- 

A. The satellite unit. 

Q. When you said you walked under a tunnel, was 
that the other overpass? 

A. Yes, the south. 


Q. Not the south overpass. When you came back 
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from where the guy was reading the book, the statue, 
you went under an overpass there too, right? That's by 
1 Liberty Plaza, I believe, where they set up the 
triage center later on? You are not sure, okay. 

A. No, actually I think we went two blocks south 
of where maybe like Engine 10 and Ladder 10 would be. 
Two blocks south and then crossed over and then made 
our way up. 

Q. The last thing I have to ask is the satellite 
you referred to, was that nine? 

A. I really can't tell you. I can't tell you. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: If you have nothing 


else that concludes the interview. Thank you. 


